
CROSS PARTY GROUP ON SMALL SHOPS 
 

Minutes of the meeting held at 12:00pm on 12th July 2017  

Senedd, Media Briefing Room  

PRESENT: 

Janet Finch-Saunders AM (JFS) Chair 

Vikki Howells AM (VH) Member, Vice Chair 

Mark Isherwood AM (MI) Member 

Russell George AM (RG) Member 

Hannah Moscrop (HM) Janet Finch Saunders’ AM Office 

Edward Woodall (EW) ACS 

Steve Dowling (SD) ACS 

Adrian Roper (AR) NFRN 

John Parkinson (JP) NFRN 

Amy Bainton (AB) FSB Wales 

Mike Owen (MO) Finance Wales 

 
APOLOGIES: 
 

Huw Irranca-Davies AM (HID) Member 

David Rowlands AM (DR) Member 

Hefin Davies AM (HD) Member 

 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 

JFS opened the meeting and welcomed delegates.  
 

2. Election of Officers 
 

JFS invited nominations for the election of officers required by the AGM. JFS was re-elected 
as CPG on Small Shops Chair by RG and VH. ACS were re-elected to provide the 
secretariat to the CPG. Other Members elected to the group were; VH as Vice Chair, MI, 
RG. HID, DR and HD also confirmed their interest in joining via email.   

 
3. Economic Development Group for High Streets 
 

JFS introduced the work of the Economic Development Group for High Streets; which was 
established with the support of former Business Minister Edwina Hart AM. The Group has 
met with stakeholder groups through the CPG and developed guidance for local partnerships 
on how policy measures can enhance economic growth on high streets to support their local 
activity.  
 
EW outlined the sections of the guidance on, business rates; planning and access; and 
partnership working. The guidance will be communicated to local partnerships and 
authorities and the Group will pull together case studies of best practice to share through 
updated guidance on an ongoing basis. It was AGREED that JFS would submit a letter to 
the Cabinet Secretary asking for a Government response to the guidance.  

 
4. Terms of Reference: Supporting Entrepreneurship Inquiry 

 



JFS invited ACS to introduce the CPG’s new Supporting Entrepreneurship Inquiry. EW 
introduced the Terms of Reference and outlined how the Inquiry will focus on, strengthening 
Welsh business; enhancing local growth; and promoting enterprise as a worthwhile career 
path. The Inquiry will host oral evidence sessions and invite written evidence. EW then 
invited comments from delegates on the Terms of Reference, issues of focus and who the 
Inquiry could approach for evidence. 
 
VH welcomed the Terms of Reference and said that her local Chambers of Trade would feed 
into the Inquiry. AB suggested that one FSB member engages directly with entrepreneurs on 
business growth and would be interested in the Inquiry. MI recommended the Committee 
invite the Princes Trust to give evidence on work-based training. AB highlighted value in the 
Inquiry investigating how local authorities should support people to become entrepreneurs 
and MO commented that the Finance Wales Intelligence Unit is set to investigate the 
capability of Welsh businesses to access finance. 
 
JP highlighted the problem of bank branch closures causing difficulties for small shop 
entrepreneurs to deposit cash swiftly and securely. MI said that banks are closing branches 
due to the move towards online banking, but that this underlines the importance of good 
mobile connectivity and broadband in rural Wales. The need for good banking and digital 
infrastructure to support business was acknowledged. It was AGREED that the CPG would 
invite the banking industry to provide evidence to the Inquiry. 
 
MI highlighted the Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee report into the 
Apprenticeship Levy which called for the Welsh Government to ensure that employers 
across all sectors benefit from the levy. EW commented that convenience store staff must 
comply with a complicated regulatory framework, including on age-restricted products, and 
gain valued transferable skills in their employment which could be better recognised through 
the apprenticeships system. It was AGREED that the Inquiry would explore how skills 
provisions can support entrepreneurs and small shops.  
 

5. Any Other Business 
 
N/A. 

 
6. Close 

 
JFS thanked delegates and closed the meeting.    


